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Overview

Prepare to enjoy the many pleasures of listening to
a superb sound system: the Mercedes-Benz AM and
FM stereo radio with cassette player. This Operation
Guide is designed to give you both a quick reference
of basic functions and features and a detailed
description of the system’s entire range of operation.
To maximize your listening satisfaction, take a few
minutes to carefully review all sections of this guide.

Note:  The following instructions also include the functions of the optional
dealer-installed trunk-mounted compact disc changer.”

*  Standard on V-12 models.



Radio Functions
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Basic Controls Tuning Display Panel

1 On/Off Switch, Volume Control 6 AM or FM Band 12 Band (AM/FM/WB)

2 Anti-theft Indicator 7 Weather Band (WB) 13 Station Memory Location
3 Bass/Treble Selector 8 Station Memory Buttons 14 Station Frequency

4 Fader/Balance Selector 9 Seek Tuning 15 Stereo Mode

5 Bass, Treble, Fader, 10 Scan Tuning 16 Cassette-in Indicator

Balance Control 11 Manual Tuning



Cassette Player Functions
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Basic Controls Cassette Operation Display Panel
1 On/Off Switch, Volume Control 6 Cassette Port 14 Tape Track
2 Anti-theft indicator 7 Cassette Ejection Button 15 Noise Reduction Type
3 Bass/Treble Selector 8 Track Selector 16 Cassette-in Indicator
4 Fader/Balance Selector 9 Tape Mode Selector
5 Bass, Treble, Fader, 10 Dolby Noise

Balance Control Reduction Selector

11 Music Search
12 Tape Scan
13 Fast Forward/Rewind



Compact Disc Changer Functions
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Basic Controls CD Operation Display Panel
1 On/Off Switch, Volume Control 6 CD Mode Selector 11 Disc Number
2 Anti-theft Indicator 7 Disc Selector 12 Track Number
3 Bass/Treble Selector 8 Track Seek 13 Cassette-in Indicator
4 Fader/Balance Selector 9 Track Scan
5 Bass, Treble, Fader, 10 Fast Forward/Reverse

Balance Control



Radio Operation

Power and Volume

The sound system will operate with the car’s ignition
switch in position 1 or 2, and can also be activated
without the ignition key. In this condition, the radio
will turn off after 1 hour to conserve the vehicle
battery. To operate the radio, simply push the large
knob located on the left side of the radio faceplate.
To adjust the volume, rotate the knob.

AM/FM Selection

Press the AM/FM button until the desired band
appears in the left side of the display. The word
STEREO will appear in the right side of the display if
the selected FM station is broadcasting in stereo. If
the indicator flashes, it signifies that the station is
weak, and reception may not be clear.

Weather Band

Press the WB button to begin automatic tune-in of

the nearest available National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) broadcasts,
which come directly from the offices of the National
Weather Service. There are about 372 National
Weather Service stations in the United States. A
station’s antenna has a line of sight broadcast range
of about 40 miles. If NONE appears in the display,
the radio has searched through all seven
weatherband frequencies 3 times and could not find
a sufficiently strong signal. If you are tuned to one
weather station but wish to listen to another, press
either the Scan (SC), or Seek or Tune button. Please
note that Weatherband stations 1 through 6 are
preset into memory locations 1 through 6. To change
these preset locations, refer to the “Station Memory
Tuning” section on page 5.

Scan Tuning

To automatically find the next radio station in
ascending frequency, push the Scan (SC) button.
The radio will play the first station it finds for eight



seconds, then scan upward to the next station, which
it will also play for for eight seconds. SC will appear
in the display. To avoid stops on marginal stations,
the radio will scan the entire band in the least

sensitive mode first, then automatically switch to high

sensitivity and scan again. This sequence will repeat
until the Scan (SC), Seek or Tune button is pressed.
Selecting another mode or turning power OFF and
ON again will also cancel the scan function.

Seek Tuning

To find and lock onto the next station in ascending
frequency, push the right side of the seek button.
Push the left side to lock onto the next station in
descending frequency.

Manual Tuning

To manually tune through each possible radio
broadcast frequency in ascending order, press the
right side of the tune button. Each possible
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frequency number will appear in the display. To
manually tune through radio stations in descending
order, press the left side of the tune button.

Station Memory Tuning

This radio allows storing of up to six AM, FM and
weatherband stations for instant pushbutton tuning.
First, tune to a station using scan, seek, or manual
tuning. Next, depress and hold one of six numbered
station-memory buttons. In approximately two
seconds, a beep tone will be heard through the
speakers, signaling that the new station is stored in
the numbered location you pressed. Each new
station-memory button can store one AM, one FM
and one weatherband station. The display will
indicate the storage location next to the band
selected in the left side of the display.

Bass/Treble Control

To adjust bass or treble response, press the tone



(dP) control button repeatedly until BASS or TREB
appears in the display. To increase treble or bass,
press the “+” button. To decrease, press the “~”
button. Horizontal bars at the bottom of the display
indicate the amount of adjustment plus or minus the
center (flat) point. To set bass or treble to their flat
settings, push the tone button, then simultaneously
press and hold both the “~” and “ + ” buttons
momentarily (less than 4 seconds). Please note that
only the tone settings for the current mode (AM, FM,
WB, tape or CD) will be set flat. If you press and hold
the “+” and “~” buttons for at least 5 seconds, both
bass and treble (as well as fader and balance) will
automatically reach the center point of their ranges
and RESET (CENTR) will appear in the display. The
volume level will also return to a preset point.

Fader/Balance Control

To adjust left-right speaker balance or front to rear
fader *, press the speaker button (]) repeatedly

until FADER or BAL appears on the display. Then
press either the “+ ” or “~” button to adjust fader or
balance. Horizontal bars at the bottom of the display
indicate the amount of adjustment plus or minus the
center point. To set fader or balance to their center
positions, push the Fader/Balance selector, then
simultaneously press and hold both the “-” and “ +”
button momentarily (less than 4 seconds). The fader
and balance settings for all models will be set to their
center positions. If you press and hold the “~” and
“+7” buttons for at least 5 seconds, left-right speaker
balance, front to rear fader (as well as bass and
treble) will automatically reach the center point and
RESET will appear in the display. The volume level
will also return to a preset point.

* SL, SLK models do not have the fader function.



Antenna

The antenna extends automatically whenever the
radio is switched on and retracts whenever the radio
or the vehicle’s ignition is switched off. ™

Be sure to switch the radio off before entering a car
wash to avoid damage to the antenna mast.

™ Model Year 1996 E-Class models: antenna will only extend with

cellular telephone, which must be switched on. Radio antenna is
integrated into the vehicle.

As of Model Year 1997, all antenna elements are integrated in the
E-Class



